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More on Verbs  
 

This brief chapter re-emphasizes some fundamentals of verbs. Ice down your understanding of 

how verbs work, and the words you craft become more effective and clear.  

  

Types 

 The verb gives a sentence its life. Verbs express action or state of being.  

 Action verb shows action: Rain pounded the plains relentlessly. 

 Being verb shows a state of being, but not of action: I am happy. 

 Because action verbs are stronger than being verbs, writers use action verbs when 

possible. Obviously both types are necessary. 

 

Voice 

 We further classify verbs by their voice, as active or passive. Again, both are necessary 

and useful, but active voice is the stronger and should normally be a writer’s first choice. In 

active voice the verb acts directly on the verb: 

 The lineman replaced the fuse on the transformer.  

In passive voice, the subject is acted upon; if the actor is identified, by will appear in the 

sentence:  

 The fuse on the transformer was replaced by the lineman.  

 The reference book Quick Access uses each voice in examples to further explain the 

differences: 

 “In the active voice, the subject performs the action,” it explains
1 
in an active-voice 

sentence. “In the passive voice, the subject is acted upon,” it explains in a passive-voice 

sentence. 

 Often the passive voice is necessary for ease of style. “Lincoln was born in a log cabin” is 

clear. “Lincoln’s mother bore him in a log cabin” may be clear, but it is also awkward and silly.  

 On the other hand, avoid passive voice where it weakens or muddles the message, and 

where it allows the writer to avoid responsibility for the action. “Some inaccuracies were stated,” 

the Congressman said. Who stated this “inaccurate” information? He does not say. Had he 

spoken in active voice, he might have had to say “I lied.” Here are some other uses of passive 

voice that help conceal responsibility: 

 “Mistakes were made.” Translation: “We screwed up.” 

 “Payrolls will need to be reduced.” Translation: “You’re fired.”  

 “Grades will be issued tomorrow.” Translation: “Complain to your teacher; I have 

nothing to do with it.”   

 

More on verb types 

 Concrete verbs and nouns make for stronger sentences than abstract ones: 

 Abstract: Rachel has pretty eyes.  

 Concrete: Rachel’s sparkling blue eyes could light a room by themselves.    
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1. Troyka, Lynn Q., and Douglas Hesse. Quick Access. Seventh ed. Boston: Pearson, 2013. 

Section 33G, p. 367. 

 

 


